OFHS 2024 MEETING—CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE
May 30 - June 1, 2024
“40th Meeting”
We’ll meet at the Hilton Garden Inn – Hamilton Place in Chattanooga, Tennessee, Thursday May 30, through Saturday, June 1, 2024. The Hilton Garden Inn is located at 2343 Shallowford Village Dr, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  Amenities include an indoor pool, on-site restaurant, fitness center, wireless internet, and free parking for hotel guests. Special rate of $129 per night for king or two queen beds if you mention you're attending the OFHS conference.  

Highlights this year include an update on the latest events in family DNA testing.  We’ll discuss the on-going research into the Irish ancestry of the descendants of John Owsley (c1732-1764). OFHS Newsletter Editor Ronny Bodine and other cousins will speak on various and interesting genealogical topics. Trips to historic sites should be very enjoyable and interesting.  
We begin as usual with early registration from 3 -5 P.M. at our hotel, the Hilton Garden Inn – Hamilton Place, where our program directors have negotiated room rates ($129 plus tax for a king and $129 plus tax for two beds). Then it's dinner on your own with cousins and friends.  Afterwards, our dessert social begins at 7:00 P.M. in the hotel.  Bring photos, discoveries, memorabilia, and tall tales to share.

Friday morning, we begin with the Business Meeting/Elections of Officers chaired by the OFHS President. We'll have one speaker that morning plus a session of cousins who haven't yet done so sharing a significant event in their family history. Then lunch is on your own with cousins and friends. 
After lunch, we’ll carpool about 13 miles to the Chickamauga National Battlefield in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. The Battlefield is part of the Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park. There, we’ll visit the Visitor’s Center and then tour the park. Others may decide to conduct research at the Chattanooga Public Library or visit some of the numerous attractions. Then it's dinner on your own with family and friends--then visiting with cousins at the hotel lobby.

Saturday morning, we'll have speakers and much more. Lunch is on your own. After lunch, we’ll carpool to the Cherokee Removal Memorial Park in neighboring Meigs County, TN, just 32 miles from the hotel. The Cherokee Removal Memorial Park is a public park in Meigs County, Tennessee, that is dedicated in memory of the Cherokee who were forced to emigrate from their ancestral lands during the Cherokee removal, in an event that came to be known as the Trail of Tears. It was established in 2005 and has since expanded.  Others may choose to do more research at the Chattanooga Public Library or visit local attractions.  
Saturday evening, we’ll have our OFHS Banquet with special entertainment at the hotel. Then it will be farewell until the next meeting.
See you in Chattanooga!
Floyd and Karen Owsley, Temporary Co-Program Directors 
Email: floydowsley@comcast.net
Phone: (423) 443-0381

Information for Our OFHS 40th Meeting--Chattanooga, Tennessee

PARTICIPANT FEE
The $95 fee includes registration, Thursday evening dessert social, Saturday evening banquet, and meeting room charges with taxes/services.

EXTRA GUESTS FOR MEALS
Guests may attend the Thursday evening dessert social and/or Saturday evening banquet without registering for the conference.  See Registration Form for costs.

WHAT TO BRING/WHAT TO WEAR
We're gathering to have fun and "catch up" with family and friends--so bring casual,

comfortable clothes.  Some like to dress up a bit for Saturday evening dinner, but that is

optional.  Please bring family memorabilia, photos, pictures of previous meetings, genealogical discoveries and tall tales to share.

HOTEL INFORMATION

We're meeting at the Hilton Garden Inn, Hamilton Place in Chattanooga, Tennessee, at 2343 Shallowford Village Drive. Mention the Owsley Family Historical Society to receive our special rate of $129 per night plus tax - for King or two queen beds.  Reserve early--DEADLINE for special rate is May 9--(423) 308-4400.  Check-in begins at 3 P.M. and check out is 11:00 A.M.

Amenities:  On-site breakfast buffet, lounge, business center, indoor pool, fitness center. free parking. Rooms have wi-fi and internet connections, microwaves, coffee makers,

mini-refrigerators, and hair dryers. .

Directions:  Northbound - Take Interstate 75 north to exit 5. Take exit 5 and then turn left on Shallowford Road. Then turn right on Shallowford Village Drive. The hotel is on the left. Southbound – Take I-75 south to exit 5. Take exit 5 and then turn right on Shallowford Road. Then turn right on Shallowford Village Drive. The hotel is on the left.

NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Hotel and meal info, contact Floyd Owsley at floydowsley@comcast.net or (423) 443-0381.  Program: contact Floyd or Karen Owsley at floydowsley@comcast.net or (423) 443-0381 EDT. 

DEADLINES--MAY 9th

Registration Form to Floyd Owsley by May 9th.  Exceptions--contact Floyd or Karen.

Last day to book hotel room at Hilton Garden Inn at Owsley rate. After that only if 

space available.  Reserve early at (423) 308-4400.

Contact Floyd Owsley – floydowsley@comcast.net or (423) 443-0381 EDT. 

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

NOTE: Chattanooga’s outstanding attractions are numerous: Tennessee Aquarium, The Creative Discovery Museum, The IMAX 3D Theater, Tennessee River Front Walkway, Ruby Falls, Rock City, Lookout Mountain, Point Park, Chattanooga/ Chickamauga National Battlefield, The Chattanooga Market, The Hunter Museum of American Art, The Houston Museum of Decorative Arts, Lookout Mountain Incline Railway, Ross’ Landing, Coolidge Park, The Walnut Street Bridge, and the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Bicentennial Library with its huge, third floor, genealogical collection.  
